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of the urge to social improvement. It is not the stimulus
to self-improvement, nor can it be the whole objective of
a campaign of rural reconstruction. When the people
desire a higher standard of existence they will, with the
help of Government, work out their own economic salvation.
Till then increased income merely means increased popula-
tion and is an actual danger, as it is using up in advance the
possibilities of supporting a higher standard of living that
otherwise might have been available when the desire to raise
it had at last been created. As the Royal Commission on
Agriculture pointed out, it is merely postponing1 the effect
of the growing pressure of the population on the soil.

In actual practice, particularly where poverty is a serious
problem, the best way to the villager's heart is often through
some obvious benefit like good seed or good bulls. But
these things are only the opening gambit. Our main task
is, in the words of the Royal Commission on Agriculture,
' to stimulate the desire for better living '.2

Once this desire has been stimulated, the villager will
want the means to satisfy the needs of his higher standard
of living. The economic side of the programme will help
to provide them. To quote the Royal Commission again,
' What is required is to increase in desirable directions the
number of the villager's wants and to show him how to
satisfy them by his own efforts. We trust that the whole
weight of those to whom the villager looks for guidance
will be thrown into suggestions how to improve, during his
spare time, the amenities of the village/3

The order of events is therefore (i) to attract the villager's
attention and gain his confidence by something easy and

1  Report of the Royal Commission, p. 499, para. 420.  This whole
paragraph should be carefully studied.

2  See pp. 2, 6, 130.

3  Report, abridged edition, chap, xii, p. 59.